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Two facts, however, are certain, namely, the departure of the one, and the arrival of the other.
It is a singular circumstance that the Comneni, in speaking of the Bonaparte family, always designate them by the names CALOMEROS, CALOMERI, or CALOMERIANI, according as they allude to one individual or several collectively. Both families were united by the most intimate friendship.
When the Greeks were obliged to abandon Paomia to escape the persecutions of the insurgent Corsicans, they established themselves temporarily in towns which remained faithful to the republic of Genoa. When, at a subsequent period, Cargesa was granted to the Greeks for the purpose of forming a new establishment, a few Greek families continued to reside at Ajaccio. Among these was the family of the privileged chief; and my . mother lived alternately at Ajaccio and Cargesa.
At this time she contracted a friendship with Laetitia Ramolini, the mother of Napoleon. They were about the same age, and both extremely beautiful. Their beauty, however, was of so different a character, that no feeling of jealousy could arise between them. Madame Lsetitia Bonaparte was graceful and pretty; but without any filial vanity I may truly say that I never in all my life saw so fine a woman as my mother. At fourteen she was the gayest and most sprightly young girl in the whole colony, and it might be said in the whole island, but for Lsetitia Ramolini.
Laetitia was indeed a handsome woman. Those who knew her in advanced life thought her countenance some-what harsh; but that expression, instead of being caused by any austerity of disposition, seemed on the contrary to have been produced by timidity. She was a woman who evinced very superior qualities in all the circum-stances in which she was placed, in bad as well as good fortune. Her son rendered her justice, though somewhat tardily. He himself helped to keep up an erroneous opinion respecting her; and though he corrected it, yet the impression was given and received.
Previously to entering into negotiation with the Republic of Genoa, France supplied troops for the purpose of reducing the Corsicans to obedience. Among the French who were connected with the army there was adignity of the Comnena family, he entertained no such idea. My grand-otten....,............436
